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Background 


The National Hurricane Survival Initiative on behalf of Rebuild 850 conducted a survey of 1,000 Florida voters from June 7-11, 2019, with a margin 
of error of +/- 3.1% at the 95% confidence level. Results are representative of Florida voters in terms of age, race, gender, political affiliation, and 
region of the state. 


Key Findings 


• Fewer than 3 in 5 Floridians (57%) are aware that extensive damage remains in the areas hardest hit by Hurricane Michael and that life 
there has not yet returned to normal. This is the case among 85% of those who live in Northwest Florida but just 54% of those living 
elsewhere, with a low of 41% among those who live in Southeast Florida. 

• Nearly half of Floridians would do nothing to help meet the continuing significant post-Michael needs in Northwest Florida. Asked to 
consider possible actions over the next six months, overall 26% would consider donating money, 19% would consider visiting as a tourist, 
18% would consider donating time, and 5% would consider investing in the area through business or real estate. However, the largest 
portion (48%) said they would not consider participating in any of these actions. 

• Many Floridians are unaware of the extent of problems still ongoing in Hurricane Michael-impacted areas. The greatest overall levels of 
awareness are regarding homelessness (68%), public facilities in disrepair (62%), and unemployment (58%). However, fewer than half are 
aware that residents still in the area are still dealing with mental health issues following the storm (45%), food insecurity (37%), or the 
threat of wildfires from downed trees (33%). Just 17% identified all six of these as ongoing problems for the area. 

• Fewer than one-third (31%) report that they donated time or money toward hurricane relief after Hurricane Michael, ranging from 24% in 
Central-East Florida to 54% of those living in Northwest Florida. 

• Almost two-thirds (64%) of Florida voters are aware which hurricane (Michael) hit the Florida Panhandle. This includes 90% of those living 
in Northwest Florida, compared with 62% living in the rest of the state. Lowest awareness is 55% among those who live in Northeast 
Florida and Southeast Florida. 

• Two-thirds (67%) know that Hurricane Michael hit Florida in 2018. This includes 96% of those living in Northwest Florida but only 65% of 
those living in the rest of the state, with a low of 57% among those who live in Southeast Florida. 

• Fewer than half (47%) are aware that Hurricane Michael was a Category 5 storm, the most powerful rating for hurricanes. This includes 
66% of those living in Northwest Florida and 45% of those living elsewhere in the state. 





Data Tables 


Which hurricane hit the Florida panhandle? 
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• 64% of Florida voters are aware which hurricane (Michael) hit the Florida Panhandle. More than 1 in 7 (15%) believed it was Hurricane 
Irma, which actually hit Florida in 2017 and primarily affected peninsular Florida. 

• This includes 90% of those living in Northwest Florida, compared with 62% living in the rest of the state. Lowest awareness is 55% among 
those who live in Northeast Florida and Southeast Florida. 


To your understanding, when did Hurricane Michael hit Florida? 
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• Two-thirds (67%) know that Hurricane Michael hit Florida in 2018. 

• This includes 96% of those living in Northwest Florida but only 65% of those living in the rest of the state, with a low of 57% among those 
who live in Southeast Florida. 
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Which of these statements best reflects the state of recovery in areas hit hardest by Hurricane Michael? 
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• Fewer than 3 in 5 Floridians (57%) are aware that extensive damage remains in the areas hardest hit by Hurricane Michael and that life 
has not yet returned to normal. 

• This is the case for 85% of those who live in Northwest Florida but just 54% of those living elsewhere - with a low of 41% among those 
living in Southeast Florida. 


To your understanding, which of the following are still problems for Hurricane Michael-impacted areas? Select all that apply 
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• Many Floridians are unaware of the extent of problems still ongoing in Hurricane Michael-impacted areas. The greatest overall levels of 
awareness are regarding homelessness (68%), public facilities in disrepair (62%), and unemployment (58%). 

• Fewer than half of Floridians are aware that those living in the storm-ravaged area are still dealing with mental health issues (45%), food 
insecurity (37%), or the threat of wildfires from downed trees (33%). 

• Just 17% identified all six of these concerns as ongoing problems for the area. 

• As expected, awareness is greater in Northwest Florida than elsewhere regarding each of these factors. 

• Among all Floridians, 15% believe that none of these concerns remain as problems. 
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Knows that Hurricane Michael was a Category 5 storm 
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• Respondents were asked if they know what category storm Hurricane Michael was. Those who responded “yes” were then asked to select 
from among Category 1 through Category 5. The results showed that fewer than half (47%) are aware Hurricane Michael was a Category 
5 storm, the most powerful category of hurricanes. Two-thirds (66%) of those living in Northwest Florida are aware of Michael’s status, but 
just 45% of those living elsewhere knew this. 


Did you donate money or time toward hurricane relief after Hurricane Michael? 
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• Fewer than one-third of Florida voters (31%) report that they donated time or money toward hurricane relief after Hurricane Michael, 
ranging from 24% in Central-East Florida to 54% of those living in Northwest Florida. 


Which of the following would you consider doing in the next six months in Hurricane Michael-affected areas? Select all that apply 
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• Respondents were asked which relief efforts, if any, they would consider participating in over the next six months. In response, 26% said 
they would consider donating money, 19% would consider visiting as a tourist, 18% would consider donating time, and 5% would consider 
investing in the area through business or real estate. However, the largest response (48%) was by those who said they would not consider 
participating in any of these relief activities. 
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